
Borough of Paramus 
Mayor and Council Public Meeting 

Work Session held in Caucus Room 
January 12, 2016, 7:00 P.M. 

MINUTES 

 

Work Session 

Resolution No: 16-01-27-: Notification of meetings as required by “The Open Public Meetings 

Act.” Read by the Deputy Borough Clerk at 7:03 P.M. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, 
Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber, Mayor LaBarbiera 
Also Present: Borough Administrator Joseph D’Arco, Deputy Borough Clerk Coleen Goddel, 
Borough Attorney Paul Kaufman 
Absent: Councilman Sullivan 
 
The agenda was taken out of order. 
 
BOROUGH CLERK’S REPORT: 

a. Letter received from Suez about proposed rate increase. 

b. Letter received from Capitol Lighting requesting to have their carpets cleaned on 

Sunday, January 17, 2016. Denied. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS REPORTS: 

Councilwoman Bellinger: The Senior Center is anxiously awaiting the opportunity to expand 
their facility. They want their time frame for that. Mayor LaBarbiera asked if they have come up 
with any ideas yet. Councilwoman Bellinger says the new director is putting them in the right 
direction. They discussed ID cards.  
 
Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos: No report 
 
Councilman Garcia: Golf had two questions. The water situation with the pond expansion is not 
good. They also wanted to know the status of the acquisition of the County college property. 
They want to get going on the cart path as well. The Environmental Commission received a 
proposed drawing for the sign. Do they go to a sign person? Mr. D’Arco says it will be handled 
in the 2016 budget once the governing body reviews it. There is an issue with the composition 
of the Environmental commission. Paul Kaufman advises that they discuss it in closed session. 
Also there should be a discussion about the salary of a department head. Mr. Kaufman advises 
that should be in closed as well. There were some issues with a rec program. Can we get all our 
committee liaisons to send us agendas prior to their meetings?  Mayor LaBarbiera says they 
can ask them to do it as a courtesy. They want to do “D Zones” at the turf field. This would 
increase the square footage to 20-30 thousand square feet and raise the cost as well. 
Councilman Garcia had a resident approach him claiming that her grandfather donated property 
that was used to create a bridge from Ramile Court to Besen Park. She sent some documents 
over from McClave & Fox. She is asking that a plaque be put on the bridge recognizing her 
grandfather. Mayor LaBarbiera suggests that the woman comes up with some wording and they 
will look into it. 
 
Councilman Verile No report. 



Borough of Paramus 
Mayor and Council Public Meeting 

Work Session held in Caucus Room 
January 12, 2016, 7:00 P.M. 

MINUTES 

 

 
Councilwoman Weber No report. 
 
Councilman Sullivan Absent. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT: No report. 

BOROUGH ATTORNEY’S REPORT: No report. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: The open gym is well underway. There is a meeting coming up. 

Bob Cowper has been handling it and doing very well with the coordination. The last piece is the 

employment of security. Mayor LaBarbiera wants to point out that the point of security is that we 

are guests at the facility and we need to leave it in the condition that we found it. The parents 

and the kids have to conduct themselves the right way. Whoever does security has to be able to 

enforce it. We have maintenance responsibilities. Guy Picone will have a DPW employee 

assigned there. The Chief has been involved for the ejection of anyone who is not conducting 

themselves in an appropriate manner. The Paramus Art students are down to their final designs 

for the mural. The solar project is still in limbo. It should move along now that there are more 

energy grants available. 234 Spring Valley Road – we should make sure we have a deal before 

we invest in all the permitting. Petitioning the DEP to expand our current wells is one issue. The 

second is expanding the retention. There has been a company selected for the Senior 

Newsletter. Now a contract is needed and a draft has been sent. Councilwoman Bellinger asks 

who it will be mailed to. Mr. D’Arco says they are coming up with a senior list but they should 

start with mailing it to the town because their might be seniors living with their children or 

seniors who are not involved in any programs. The seniors will be getting ID cards so they can 

be sure that the seniors attending the programs actually live in Paramus. They can bring a guest 

but there has to be a Paramus senior with them. The ID cards will not give them key access in 

and out. The staff and the advisory board will only have key access. The Borough CFO is 

retiring and Mr. D’Arco will be sending recommendations for his replacement and the 

restructuring of the department. The lease agreement on Woodland Avenue will be discussed 

during closed session. The appraisal report on 113 West Midland came in. The number was 

$735,000. There is a request from BC Consumer Affairs in conjunction with the Building 

Department to run a joint seminar at Borough Hall relative to consumer protection for residents 

concerning fraudulent contractors.  

Mayor LaBarbiera asks Matt Corso of the Historic Commission to explain a little bit about 113 

W. Midland Ave. Matt advises that it’s been sold. They’ve been actively trying to sell it for 10 

years. The surrounding neighbors purchased the property in order to prevent a major 

redevelopment. Their intention is to extend their backyards to take over that property. This is 

their third time getting together in an attempt to do this. Mayor LaBarbiera says there is still a 

strong interest in acquiring this property. He thinks if they reach out to those surrounding 

neighbors they can come up with something to achieve their objectives while also 

accomplishing the objectives of the Borough.  
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Mr. D’Arco talks about Council policy for support for the baseball coaching program. The 

allowance was $7,000 for both groups. His recommendation is that it should say “not to exceed 

$7,000”. Personnel will be discussed in closed session.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Citizens are welcome to address the Mayor and Council on any 
governmental item of concern to them, whether or not it is scheduled on the agenda above. 
Comments will be made at the public portion of tonight’s Public Meeting in the Council 
Chambers. 

Mayor LaBarbiera opens for public comment at 7:36 P.M.  

Rich Lambert 240 Hillside Avenue – what is resolution 16-01-89? Mr. Kaufman says that will be 
discussed in closed session as it is a personnel issue.  

Joe Warburton 374 Harrison Street – can we get Joe D’Arco’s agenda? Is it a public document? 
Mr. Kaufman says if it is available it can be released to the public. Mayor LaBarbiera says it 
probably can’t be given in advance but afterwards, yes. Mr. Kaufman says if he has it in 
advance he can bring a couple of copies to the meeting. 

Mayor LaBarbiera closes the public comment section of the meeting at 7:38 P.M. 

 

RESOLUTION No. 16-01-28: Closing the meeting of the Mayor and Council to the public. 

a. Oster – Litigation 

b. Thissen – Litigation 

c. Environmental Commission – Personnel  

d. Clerk’s Office – Personnel  

e. Sports Complex – Personnel  

f. PSEG License Agreement 

g. Shamrock Creek – Litigation  

h. Ambulance 3rd Party Billing – Contracts  

Motion: Councilman Verile  Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 
Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, 
Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber 
Nays: None 
Absent: Councilman Sullivan 
 
Motion carries 5-0. 

 

Recess to reconvene in Council Chambers  
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CALL TO ORDER by Mayor LaBarbiera at 8:03 P.M. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Veteran’s Affairs Officer Sam Casiello. 

 

NOTICE OF MEETING: Read by Mayor LaBarbiera at 8:04 P.M. 

This is a regular meeting of the Mayor and Council and the notice requirements provided for in 
the “Open Public Meetings Act” have been satisfied. Notice of this meeting was properly given 
in the a notice which was transmitted to the Record, filed with the Clerk of the Borough of 
Paramus and posted in the Borough Hall all on the 5th  day of January, 2016.  

 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, 
Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber, Mayor LaBarbiera 
Also Present: Borough Administrator Joseph D’Arco, Deputy Borough Clerk Coleen Goddel, 
Borough Attorney Paul Kaufman 
Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

 

PROCLAMATION:  Radon Action Month. Read by Mayor LaBarbiera at 8:04 P.M. 

 

Mayor LaBarbiera asks for the Council President to make a motion to move Resolution 
16-01-52 appointing Judge Conte as Municipal Judge for Paramus Municipal Court. 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-52: APPOINTMENT OF MUNICIPAL JUDGE FOR PARAMUS MUNICIPAL COURT 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilman Verile 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, 
Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber 

Nays: None 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 5-0. 

Judge Conte is sworn in by his uncle, Judge Conte. 

 

Resolution 16-01-89 is added to the Consent Agenda. Resolution 16-01-66 has been taken 
off of the Consent Agenda moved to Non-consent. 
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL: 

Councilman Verile Police interviews will be starting first week of February. There is a meeting 

for rescue. Building & Grounds is working with rescue to upgrade their facility. Recreation will 

have its reorganization meeting January 13, 2016. Cultural Arts meeting is at the end of 

January. 

Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos Fire had 1,262 calls in 2015. There were 49 structure fires, 21 

vehicle fires, 71 extrications, 156 hazmat calls, and 14,137 man hours. They had 38 calls as of 

January 11. Four chiefs were sworn in – Patrick Proctor, Ken Ehrenberg, John Niland, and 

Kevin Joyce. On Saturday Truck 1 responded to Oradell to assist with a fatal house fire. Pool 

will be meeting on Thursday and will discuss hiring a new manager. The Library continued to be 

the busiest library in Bergen County in 2015. It is undergoing renovation and the main branch 

will be closed on February 25th and should conclude in May.  

Councilwoman Bellinger The Senior Advisory Board met on January 4. They have a new 

calendar of activities. Everyone should utilize these new programs. There will be a newsletter 

put together that will be mailed to the homes. That should begin sometime in April. 100 flash 

drives were donated to the seniors to be used for emergency medical information.  

Councilwoman Weber Nothing to report. Councilwoman Weber does want to ask Mayor 

LaBarbiera why Democratic councilmembers report on 5 or 6 committees when she only reports 

on 1. She wrote to Mayor LaBarbiera suggesting some commissions she would helpful on, but 

didn’t get any of them and never heard back. She has never been Chair of any board or 

commission. She feels she has proven herself in the community. She would like to know how 

the Council members will have the time to attend all these meetings while working full time jobs. 

She has heard from several committees that the Council attendance is not great. She would like 

an explanation. 

Councilman Garcia The golf course made $2.5 million in 2015, which is their second highest 

year ever. The lottery for tee times is schedule for March 12th. Environmental had their 

reorganization meeting last night. Brian Eshak resigned from the Special Police to go to the 

New York City Police Department – best of luck to him.  

Councilman Sullivan Absent. 

Mayor LaBarbiera The Council members are working diligently on their commissions. 

Councilwoman Weber had a meeting scheduled last week and she wasn’t able to attend. Mayor 

LaBarbiera wants to publicly share some information about the assignments of the council in 

past years. Councilman Lagana in 2012 was given zero assignments. Councilwoman Bellinger 

and Lagana together had maybe 5 or 6. Councilman Nazziola and Councilman Amato had 16 

assignments between the two of them. Councilman Nazziola feared being in the minority but 

once he came to the Council that fear left him. Two years ago there was a complete reversal of 

the “P Party” and the constructive environment was thrown out the window. That was the 

beginning of the end of the partisan approach that was enjoyed in the years before that. 
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Councilwoman Weber brings a lot of good things to the table. She has more assignments than 

Councilman Lagana and Councilwoman Bellinger had combined. Councilwoman Weber has 

made Paramus a better place and there was thought put into her assignments. Mayor 

LaBarbiera will meet with Councilwoman Weber again to discuss this. 

MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  

Mayor LaBarbiera opens the meeting to the public for comment on agenda and non-

agenda items at 8:27 P.M. 

Claudio Leo – There is a concern with Recreation regarding a second grade travel basketball 

program. The team is supposed to be from 2nd grade to 8th grade, and there are tryouts for those 

who sign up. However there are two 1st grade children on that team. The two 1st graders on the 

team have fathers who are assistant coaches. The intent to coach forms were submitted in 

September during football season. It appears that the head coach and these two first grade 

fathers intended on this happening. Recreation dropped the ball. Mayor LaBarbiera says it 

seems that Mr. Leo is correct. Councilman Garcia spoke to Bob Cowper. The brochure does 

say 2nd grade only. There were two spots open and they decided to let the two 1st graders on 

without a tryout. There is a meeting tomorrow night. Councilman Garcia says the issue should 

be fixed going forward. Next year the 1st grade children should be made aware that they can try 

out if they want to. Councilman Verile says the issue should be fixed now and not wait until next 

year. People who are paid as Borough employees should be held accountable for making the 

right decisions. It’s on the agenda for the meeting tomorrow night and Councilman Verile will 

address it for the parents who can’t attend tomorrow. Mr. Leo acknowledges that nothing can be 

done to change it now as the season has already begun but he would like to know how this 

happened. Mayor LaBarbiera would also like to know how these kids got by without anyone 

noticing. Mr. Leo also would like to point out that this is his fourth year volunteering to coach. 

Last year he was a half hour early to hand in his intent to coach form and the Rec employee 

would not accept his application. Mayor LaBarbiera apologized to Mr. Leo for what happened 

and stated that it’s inexcusable.  

Paula Perides – Midland School gym has several hazards for the kids who are playing sports 

there. The pads in front of the stage fall off very easily and behind them are thick metal 

strappings. There are other things at Ridge Ranch School as well that are hazardous to the 

kids. Councilman Garcia will bring it up at the next Board of Ed meeting.  

Vivian Goldblat – This town is very enjoyable to live in. At the end of Highland Avenue at 

Linwood Avenue there is no traffic light, not even a blinking one. It’s very congested over there 

during rush hour. It’s difficult for anyone to safely make a turn. On the corner of Linwood and 

Highland there is a house that has big boulders on their property to prevent any damage if cars 

go off the road. There should be a traffic signal at this intersection to protect the citizens living 

there and traveling through. Mayor LaBarbiera says it will be looked into.  
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Rich Lambert – The problem with the Recreation teams is enforcement. When Mr. Lambert 

worked for Recreation they stuck to that rule. If it’s a second grade team it should only be 

second graders. The rules need to be followed. If there is a shortage, it has to be opened up to 

every first grader, not just a couple. Intent to coach forms have to be handed in in the correct 

time frame.  

Mayor LaBarbiera closes this portion of the meeting at 8:48 P.M. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Mayor and Council  Public Meeting Minutes August 18, 2015 

Motion: Councilwoman Bellinger Second: Councilman Verile 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 2-0-3. 

 

b. Mayor and Council  Public Meeting Minutes September 29, 2015 

 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilman Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 3-0-2. 

ORDINANCES: 

ORDINANCE ON INTRODUCTION: 

Ordinance 16-01:  BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS 
AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW 
COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT, NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT 
AND A NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLE, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR 
THE BOROUGH OF PARAMUS, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE 
THE SUM OF $2,060,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE 
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF 
BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS. 
 
Motion: Councilman Garcia Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 
Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, 
Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber 
Nays: None 
Absent: Councilman Sullivan 
Motion carries 5-0 
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Ordinance 16-02:  DEALERS OF PRECIOUS METALS, GEMS AND SECONDHAND GOODS  

Motion: Councilman Garcia Second: Councilman Verile 
Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, 
Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber 
Nays: None 
Absent: Councilman Sullivan 
Motion carries 5-0 

Ordinance 16-03:  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE 15-25 and 14-06 FIXING THE SALARY, WAGE 
AND COMPENSATION OF CERTAIN PART-TIME EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF PARAMUS 
 
Motion: Councilman Garcia Second: Councilwoman Weber 
Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, 
Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber 
Nays: None 
Absent: Councilman Sullivan 
Motion carries 5-0 

NON-CONSENT: 
 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-29: AUTHORIZING ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A 

BOROUGH ATTORNEY FOR THE YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-30: AUTHORIZING ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A BOROUGH 
ENGINEER FOR THE YEAR 2016- 
 
Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 
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RESOLUTION NO 16-01-31-: AUTHORIZING ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A BOROUGH 
PLANNER FOR THE YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-32: AUTHORIZING ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A LABOR 
COUNSEL FOR LITIGATION FOR THE YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-33: AUTHORIZING ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A LABOR 
COUNSEL FOR CONTRACTS FOR THE YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-34: AUTHORIZING ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A TAX 
COUNSEL FOR COMMERCIAL TAX APPEALS FOR THE YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 
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RESOLUTION NO 16-01-35: AUTHORIZING ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A TAX 
COUNSEL FOR RESIDENTIAL TAX APPEALS FOR THE YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-36: AUTHORIZING A ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A COAH 
REHABILITATION ATTORNEY FOR THE YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 
 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-37: AUTHORIZING ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A SPECIAL 
COUNSELTAX APPEAL FOR THE YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-38: APPOINTMENT OF A BOROUGH REAL ESTATE TAX APPRAISER FOR THE YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 
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RESOLUTION NO 16-01-39: AUTHORIZING A ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A PUBLIC 
DEFENDER NO. 1 FOR THE PARAMUS MUNICIPAL COURT FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-40: AUTHORIZING A ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A 
PARAMUS PUBLIC DEFENDER NO. 2 FOR THE PARAMUS MUNICIPAL COURT FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-41: AUTHORIZING ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A BOND 
COUNSEL FOR THE YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-42: AUTHORIZING ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A 
BOROUGH AUDITOR FOR THE YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile, Councilwoman Weber 

Nays: None 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 5-0 
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RESOLUTION NO 16-01-43: AUTHORIZING A ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A 
SPECIAL LITIGATION ATTORNEY FOR THE YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-44: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR THE PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES OF AN INSURANCE CONSULTANT FOR THE YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-45: AUTHORIZING ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A 
CHEMICAL ENGINEER FOR THE YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-46: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
OF A GRANTS CONSULTANT FOR THE YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 



Borough of Paramus 
Mayor and Council Public Meeting 

Work Session held in Caucus Room 
January 12, 2016, 7:00 P.M. 

MINUTES 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-47: AUTHORIZING A ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A 
MAYWOOD PUBLIC DEFENDER NO. 3 FOR THE MAYWOOD MUNICIPAL COURT FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilman Verile 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-48: AUTHORIZING A ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A 
MUNICIPAL PROSECUTOR #1 FOR THE PARAMUS MUNICIPAL COURT FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-49: AUTHORIZING A ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A 
MUNICIPAL PROSECUTOR #2 FOR THE PARAMUS MUNICIPAL COURT FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-50: AUTHORIZING A ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A 
MUNICIPAL PROSECUTOR #3 FOR THE MAYWOOD MUNICIPAL COURT FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 
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RESOLUTION NO 16-01-51: AUTHORIZING A ONE YEAR CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF A 
MUNICIPAL PROSECUTOR NO. 4 FOR THE ORADELL MUNICIPAL COURT FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2016 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-53: APPOINTMENT OF MUNICIPAL JUDGE FOR MAYWOOD MUNICIPAL COURT 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman 

Verile 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilwoman Weber 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-66: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXTENSION OF THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
BOROUGH OF PARAMUS AND BERGEN COUNTY FOR CONSULTING SERVICES FOR THE GOLF 
SUPERINTENDENT 

Motion: Councilman Verile   Second: Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman Verile, Councilwoman 

Weber 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Councilman Garcia 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 4-0-1 

 

A CONSENT AGENDA WILL BE ADOPTED FOR ITEM NUMBERS 11 AND 12 

RESOLUTIONS: 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-54: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH TO ENTER INTO A RIGHTS OF WAY USE 
AGREEMENT WITH VERIZON WIRELESS 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-55: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REFUND OF A COAH FEE IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$1549.00 TO SEMINSKI 282 GORDEN DRIVE BLOCK 3707 LOT 27  

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-56: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REFUND OF A COAH FEE IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$442.00 TO TOVA PROPERTIES BLOCK 4409 LOT 12  
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RESOLUTION NO 16-01-57: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REFUND OF A COAH FEE IN THE AMOUNT OF $2111.00 
TO KOSMALA BLOCK 1405 LOT 2  

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-58: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REFUND OF A COAH FEE IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$2,848.00 TO JSM CONSTRUCTION DEVELOPMENT FOR  37 S. FARVIEW AVENUE BLOCK 502 LOT 2.01  

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-59: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 IN THE 
AMOUNT OF ($-10,900.00) FOR RESCUE SQUAD ROOF REPLACEMENT (PA-2459) 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-60: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPROVAL OF CHANGEORDER NO. 1 IN THE 
AMOUNT OF ($-28,183.87) FOR WEST CENTURY ROAD IMPROVEMENTS (PA-2288) 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-61: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 IN THE 
AMOUNT OF ($-34,600.61) FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO FROM ROAD (PA-2423) 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-62: INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BERGEN COUNTY LAW ENFORCEMENT MUTUAL AID 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-63: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO SIGN AGREEMENT WITH PHOENIX 
ADVISORS, LLC FOR CONTINIUING DISCLOSURE AGENT SERVICES AND INDEPENDENT REGISTERED 
MUNICIPAL ADVISOR OF RECORD 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-64: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH CLERK TO ADVERTISE OR THE GOLF 
CART PATH PROJECT BID 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-65: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH CLERK TO ADVERTISE FOR THE BID 
FOR 2016 GOLF COURSE/SHADE TREE & PARKS HORTICULTURAL BID AS RECOMMENDED BY THE DIRECTOR 
OF THE SHADE TREE & PARKS COMMISSION 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-67: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXTENSION OF THE POOL PREPARATION AND 
WINTERIZATION AS RECOMMENDED BY THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-68: DESIGNATION OF PUBLIC AGENCY COMPLIANCE OFFICER 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-69: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF PARAMUS TO DISPOSE OF 
MUNICIPAL PROPERTY NO LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-70: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE STEP-UP OF ACTING DETECTIVE CAPTAINS FOR 
THE PARAMUS POLICE DEPARTMENT EFFECTIVE JANUARY 23, 2016 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-71: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE STEP-UP OF CERTAIN POSITIONS FOR THE 
PARAMUS POLICE DEPARTMENT EFFECTIVE JANUARY 3, 2016 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-72: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE STEP-UP OF CERTAIN POSITIONS FOR THE 
PARAMUS POLICE DEPARTMENT EFFECTIVE JANUARY 14, 2016 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-73: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALARY INCREASE OF JOSEPH MASTROFILIPO 
TO $14.00 PER HOUR AS A PART TIME 9-01-1 TELE-COMMUNICATOR FOR PARAMUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-74: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF SEAN CASEY TO THE 
POSITION OF FULL-TIME 9-01-1 TELE-COMMUNICATOR FOR THE PARAMUS POLICE DEPARTMENT EFFECTIVE 
JANUARY 1, 2016 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-75: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE STEP-UP OF DENNIS WIRTH AS A PART-TIME 
RECORDS CLERK FOR THE FOR THE PARAMUS POLICE DEPARTMENT – RECORDS BUREAU 
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RESOLUTION NO 16-01-76: RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE RESIGNATION OF TARA KRUSZNIS FROM THE 
POSITION OF PART-TIME RECORD’S CLERK FOR THE PARAMUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-77: RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE RESIGNATION OF BRIAN ESHAK FROM THE POSITION 
OF SPECIAL POLICE OFFICER FOR THE PARAMUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-78: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF JEAN-CHARLES M. PROPHETE 
TO THE POSITION OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN FOR THE PARAMUS EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
SERVICES AT A SALARY OF $15.22 PER HOUR 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-79: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF JOSEPH RAIMONDI TO THE 
POSITION OF PARK RANGER FOR THE PARAMUS SHADE TREE & PARKS DEPARTMENT AT A SALARY OF $9.00 
PER HOUR 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-80: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF ANTHONY AMATO AS A 
LABORER FOR SHADE TREE & PARKS DEPARTMENT AT A SALARY OF $27,322.00 PER YEAR EFFECTIVE 
DECEMBER 1, 2015 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-81: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RESIGNATION OF ANTHONY GAROFALO FROM 
THE POSITION OF LABORER FOR THE PARAMUS SHADE TREE & PARKS DEPARTMENT  

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-82:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TERMINATION VICTOR GAMBLE FROM THE 
LABORER POSITION FOR THE SHADE TREE & PARKS DEPARTMENT EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2016. 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-83: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF STEVEN GIANGRANDE TO 
MECHANIC FOR THE DPW/MECHANICAL MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT AT A SALARY OF $27,868.00 PER YEAR 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-84: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF JUAN GARCIA TO THE 
POSITION OF FULL TIME LABORER FOR THE PARAMUS SANITATION- RECYCLING DIVISION AT A SALARY OF 
$27,868 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-85:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF EDWARD JAEGER TO MASTER 
MECHANIC FOR THE DPW/MECHANICAL MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT AT A SALARY OF $33,442.00 PER YEAR 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-86: RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING THE RESIGNATION OF KOWAN OFEARR FROM THE 
POSITION OF LABORER FOR THE PARAMUS DPW SANITATION-RECYLING DIVISION 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-87: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF THE FOLLOWING SEASONAL 
POSITIONS FOR PARAMUS RECREATION WINTER STAFF 

ADDENDUM: 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-88: RESOLUTION TO INCREASE THE CAP ON FEES FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF 
COMMERCIAL TAX APPEAL ATTORNEY 

RESOLUTION NO 16-01-89: RESOLUTION RESCINDING RESOLUTION 16-01-20 APPOINTING SUE REGAN AS THE 
SPORTS COMPLEX ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR 

APPLICATIONS: 

RAFFLE/BINGO 

Paramus Catholic Regional High School Parents Council File No. 506 

Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos    File No. 507 

 Paramus PTA (Class of 2016)     File No. 508 

 Paramus PTA (Class of 2016)     File No. 509 
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 Wyckoff PTO Coordinating Council, Inc.   File No. 510 

 Wyckoff PTO Coordinating Council, Inc.   File No. 511 

 Ridgewood High School HSA     File No. 512 

St. Athanasios Greek Orthodox Church   File No. 513 

Franklin Lakes Education Foundation    File No. 514 

HSA Clara Coleman Elementary School   File No. 515 

HSA Clara Coleman Elementary School   File No. 516 

Paramus High School PTA Project Graduation 2017  File No. 517 

 

HOTEL/MOTEL 

Courtyard Paramus by Marriot     2016-H-3 

La Quinta Inn       2016-H-4 

 

GOLD/SILVER 

Marina Naranjo       2016-GS-19 

Besim Cankurt       2016-GS-20 

 

Approve Consent Agenda with inclusion of Addendum and removal of Resolution 16-01-66 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilman Verile 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, 

Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber 

Nays: None 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

 

Mayor LaBarbiera opens the meeting for public comment at 9:06 P.M. 

Jean Hegg – Girl Scout Troop #5289 held a fundraiser for the Food Pantry. The students wore 

pajamas to school for a $1 donation or brought in an item to donate. The girls will go to the 

supermarket themselves with the money they raised to buy the items the food pantry needs. 

They would also like to help pack up the items to move to the new food pantry when they are 

ready to move. The pantry is full right now. They would like to use the Paramus Pool as a 

Saturday drop off location during the summer time. It would involve the other side of town and it 

has a great attendance in the summer. They would like to put signs up the week before the 

drop-off and they would remove the signs themselves when it’s over. Mayor LaBarbiera states 

that he loves seeing the community step up. 

 

Vivian Goldblat – The tennis courts at West Brook middle school were down and there were 

holes where the poles are supposed to go. It is dangerous. Mayor LaBarbiera says the courts 

have been redone since then. Ms. Goldblat is looking forward to using the courts.  

 

Sam Casiello – Mr. Casiello would like everyone to keep the 10 Navy personnel who were 

captured by the Iranians in their prayers. He would also like to ask Councilwoman Weber why 

she abstained on all of the professional appointments. Does she know something about these 
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professionals that the rest of us don’t? Councilwoman Weber says she didn’t have time to 

review the appointments. Mr. Casiello states that most of the professionals are the same for the 

past three years. 

 

Unknown Member of Public – Would like an explanation for 16-01-89. Mr. D’Arco says it 

involves a stipend payment to a department head. Over the past two years all stipends have 

been eliminated when new salary scales were developed. Most of them were rolled into the new 

salary scales so no department head gets any stipend for performing their duties. The union 

involved in this one is PSEA. 

 

Appointments 

Mayor LaBarbiera appoints Mike Palloto to the Rec Commission to fill the unexpired alternate 

term of Tom McCrea.  

 

Mayor LaBarbiera appoints Tracy Lillo to the alternate term on the Pool Commission  

 

Mayor LaBarbiera appoints Mary Ann Uzzi as a regular member to the Board of Health. 

 

Mayor LaBarbiera states that the Council must vote on the Pool and the Board of Health. 

 

Motion to approve the appointments to the Pool Commission, Rec Commission & the 

Board of Health 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilman Verile 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, 

Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber 

Nays: None 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 5-0. 

 

Mayor LaBarbiera asks for a motion to adjourn. 

ADJOURNMENT: 9:19 P.M. 

 

Motion: Councilman Garcia  Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 

Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, 

Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber 

Nays: None 

Absent: Councilman Sullivan 

Motion carries 5-0. 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 
 

__________________________ 
ANNEMARIE KRUSZNIS RMC 
BOROUGH CLERK 
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