
Borough of Paramus 
Mayor and Council Public Meeting 

Work Session held in Caucus Room 
June 14, 2016, 7:00 P.M. 

MINUTES 
Work Session 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: led by Sam Casiello at 7: 08 P.M. 

Mayor LaBarbiera asks the audience for a moment of silence for the recent shooting in Orlando, 
Florida. 

Resolution No: 16-06-470: Notification of meetings as required by “The Open Public Meetings 
Act.” Read by the Borough Clerk at 7:10 P.M. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilman Sullivan, Councilwoman 
Tedesco-Santos, Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber, Mayor LaBarbiera 
Also Present: Borough Administrator Joseph D’Arco, Deputy Borough Clerk Coleen Goddel, 
Borough Attorney Paul Kaufman, Borough Clerk Annemarie Krusznis, Associate Borough 
Attorney Justin Santagata 
Absent: None 
 
BOROUGH CLERK’S REPORT: 

a. Updated Sunday request form for approval. Approved. 
b. Request from Sinai Special Needs Institute, Inc., located at 2410 Frisch Court, to 

perform administrative and clerical office duties on various Sunday’s throughout 
the year. Approved. 

c. Request received from PSE&G for permission to work on Sunday June 26th and 
July 10th.  They will installing 3 new 69/4 stations transformers. Approved.  

d. Memo received from Peter Blanos on behalf of Millennium Strategies providing and 
overview of work performed on behalf of the Borough as of June 10th, 2016.  

e. Request received from Signature Marketing Group requesting to setup a 10x10 
tent in the Shop Rite Parking lot for an event on Saturday 7/2/16 from 10am to 
2pm. Approved. 

f. DPW is working with Paramus Board of Education Career Builder, LEAP program 
which give special needs children real life experiences within a working 
environment.  A high school student will be sent to DPW along with a life coach 
starting on June 27th. 

Chief of Police Kenneth Ehrenberg, Deputy Chief Robert Guidetti, and Lieutenant LaGrone are 
in attendance to discuss the observations made regarding school crossing. They speak about 
decommissioning certain school crossing guards from intersections that have very low volume 
of students crossing. The intersections in question are Spring Valley and Continental, Paramus 
Road and Mill Run, and Roosevelt and Azalea.  
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Mayor LaBarbiera asks for a motion to go into Closed Session to discuss Police 
personnel at 7:25 P.M. 

Motion: Councilwoman Weber Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 
Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilman Sullivan, Councilwoman 
Tedesco-Santos, Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber 
Nays: None  
Motion carries 6-0. 
 
Mayor & Council come out of Closed Session at 7:39 P.M. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS REPORTS: 

Councilwoman Bellinger June 18th at 4:30 is the Spring Fest at the Senior Activity Center. There 
has been a large influx of new people at the Senior Center. Relay for Life was last Friday. They 
raised over $120,000.  
 
Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos the Pool opened Memorial Day Weekend. Things are running 
smoothly with the new manager. You can still sign up for the pool at Borough Hall. The Library 
renovation will be starting soon.  
 
Councilman Garcia The Farmer’s Market starts on June 15th. There are environmentally friendly 
bags available for use. There are two vacancies on the Environmental Commission. Three 
people have expressed interest. The commission has a recommendation for the full time spot. 
Shade Tree planted a tree at the High School. There is a discussion about installing wells at 
different locations in the Borough. The turf field did not come up at the Board of Education 
meeting last night. Councilwoman Bellinger inquires about the time frame of the project. 
Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos advises that there has been a tree planted at the Pool in honor 
of former Councilwoman Wagner’s son who passed away in May.  
 
Councilman Verile The Cultural Arts concerts and events were raised by funds from businesses 
within the Borough. Information on the concerts is in the Library newsletter. Recreation is 
holding family square dance night on July 20th and several family skate nights. Registration for 
fall soccer programs is coming up at the end of June. Bricks can be purchased to honor or 
memorialize a veteran. There are applications available at the Veteran’s Affairs office and the 
Clerk’s office.  
 
Councilman Sullivan Please put the Bills List on non-consent. Mr. Sullivan asks if Diane 
Marichal can be at the next Work Session to discuss Affordable Housing. Mr. Kaufman advises 
that questions should be submitted in advance as this is a very technical area. There is a 
discussion regarding how and when questions from the residents should be answered. Mr. 
Sullivan expresses that he believes there should have been a professional attorney present at 
the public information sessions. Councilwoman Weber believes that the public information 
sessions were scheduled at very inconvenient times. Councilwoman Bellinger thought 
attendance was great and didn’t get one complaint about the times of the meetings. There were 
never any requests received to schedule any additional meetings.  
 
Councilwoman Weber Discusses how to talk to children about the Orlando shooting. The 
Historic Commission asked about adopting the Closter Historic Preservation Code, replacing the 
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one we have currently. Mayor LaBarbiera and Mr. D’Arco advise this is the first they have heard 
of this. Associate Borough Attorney Justin Santagata advises he has a copy of the Closter 
ordinance but hasn’t had a chance to review it yet. The Commission also wants to know the 
status of 113 W. Midland regarding the appraisal. Mr. D’Arco and Mr. Kaufman advise they have 
not received the new appraisal yet. Many residents raised concerns that their questions are not 
being answered. Councilwoman Weber believes Mayor LaBarbiera insulted her on social media. 
She feels it is irresponsible of those who are trying to push certain issues forward. She is very 
offended by being called a liar. The statements are unprofessional and she believes Mayor 
LaBarbiera owes her and certain residents an apology. Mayor LaBarbiera believes not making 
developers set aside ten percent is irresponsible and he stands by his statements. 
 
Mr. Kaufman explains certain details of the Borough’s Affordable Housing obligation. 
 
The Council has a discussion regarding Mr. Sullivan’s reservations with Affordable Housing.  
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: Library renovation bids are on tonight. The Rec Center 
remodeling is looking good. They attempted to move the court cases for Just Pups to another 
jurisdiction. Paramus did not consent. It would be preferred for the summonses to remain in our 
court. The Borough is evaluating companies for the security systems. There was a meeting with 
the PBAC and the PEMS regarding what both groups would need in a building. That project 
should start moving.  

MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION: 

a. Habitat for Humanity Fee Waiver Request – the Council has no problem waiving 
the fee as long as they specify the scope of work. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Citizens are welcome to address the Mayor and Council on any 
governmental item of concern to them, whether or not it is scheduled on the agenda above. 
Comments will be made at the public portion of tonight’s Public Meeting in the Council 
Chambers. 

Mayor LaBarbiera opens the meeting up for public comment at 9:07 P.M. 

Sam Casiello 43 Heather Lane – Speaks about the public information sessions in regards to 
explaining the master plan. Mr. Casiello believes they had many answers. He also believes it 
started to become political. Discusses the Affordable Housing obligations for Paramus and other 
municipalities. Mr. Kaufman explains the “Gap Period”. Mr. Kaufman also explains the 
incentives for builders to contribute to the obligation.  

Rich Lambert 240 Hillside – The Affordable Housing issue has become political. We are losing 
sight of what is important. Some information the public is getting is weak. There are errors in the 
information. Most of it is not being explained. The residents expected one or more of the Council 
members and the Mayor to be present at the public information sessions. Mayor LaBarbiera 
explains that it would be inappropriate for the Mayor and Council to be present because it would 
politicize the issue. The issue is too complex to politicize.  
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Salvatore Moretti – Passes out a recording of a presentation made by Borough Planner Francis 
Reiner. Discusses Affordable Housing. Suggests that there will be builders who will be able to 
go into land that isn’t zoned for business.  

Jean Hegg 321 Lockwood Drive – The Food Pantry has been filled and is doing great. Jean 
acknowledges Councilwoman Bellingers niece Angela for her help with the Food Pantry. The 
Pool wants to know if they would want to hold more food drives there. Jean will be in contact 
with Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos regarding this.  

Mayor LaBarbiera closes the public comment section of the meeting at 9:29 P.M. 

Resolution 16-06-503 is added to the consent agenda appointing five acting detectives to 
the Paramus Police Department. 
 
Resolution 16-06-474 is moved to non-consent. 
 
ORDINANCES: 

ORDINANCE ON FINAL: 

ORDINANCE 16-19:  AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARY, WAGE AND COMPENSATION OF CERTAIN 
PART-TIME EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF PARAMUS 
 
Motion: Councilman Garcia Second: Councilman Verile 
 
Mayor LaBarbiera opens to the public for comment on Ordinance 16-19. – None.  
Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilman Sullivan, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, 
Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber 
Nays: None 
Motion carries 6-0. 
 
NON-CONSENT: 

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-472: A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL S-2254 AND ASSEMBLY 
BILL A-3821 WHICH AFFIRMS THE LEGISLATIVE INTENT OF THE FAIR HOUSING ACT 
 
Motion: Councilman Garcia Second: Councilwoman Weber 
Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilman Sullivan, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, 
Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber 
Nays: None 
Motion carries 6-0. 
 
RESOLUTION NO 16-06-474: PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
Motion: Councilman Garcia Second: Councilman Verile 
Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman Verile,  
Nays: Councilman Sullivan, Councilwoman Weber 
Motion carries 4-2. 
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A CONSENT AGENDA WILL BE ADOPTED FOR ITEM NUMBERS 14 AND 15 
 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 
RESOLUTION NO 16-06-475: AUTHORIZING THE 2016-2017 RENEWAL OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL LICENSES 
 
RESOLUTION NO 16-06-476 : RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING COMMERCIAL TAX APPEAL ATTORNEY TO 
SETTLE 2012 TO 2015 TAX APPEALS CAPTIONED DOREEN TURTON, EXECUTRIX OF THE ESTATE OF D. 
ROEHRICH  v. BOROUGH OF PARAMUS 
 
RESOLUTION NO 16-06-477: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF PARAMUS TAX COLLECTOR 
TO PREPARE AND MAIL ESTIMATED TAX BILLS IN ACCORDANCE WITH P.L. 1994 C. 72 

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-478: AUTHORIZE THE SUBMISSION OF A 2016 NJ DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION - SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL GRANT APPLICATION 

 
RESOLUTION NO 16-06-479: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH CLERK TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS 
FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT RETAINING WALL 
 
RESOLUTION NO 16-06-480: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE BOROUGH 
OF PARAMUS TO ACQUIRE A MINE RESISTANT AMBUSH PROTECTED “MRAP” VEHICLE FROM THE 
FEDERAL 1033 LESO PROGRAM. 

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-481: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH CLERK TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS 
FOR A NEW AMBULANCE 
 
RESOLUTION NO 16-06-482: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
BOROUGH OF PARAMUS AND THE TOWNSHIP OF BLOOMFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR FLEET MAINTENANCE 

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-483: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF MUNICIPAL PERSONAL PROPERTY NO 
LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE ON AN ONLINE AUCTION WEBSITE – 1998 Ford Explorer 
 
RESOLUTION NO 16-06-484: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND THE BOROUGH CLERK TO SIGN 
AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF PARAMUS AND BERGEN COUNTY FOR THE 2016-2018 
SNOW PLOWING PROGRAM 
 
RESOLUTION NO 16-06-485: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO SIGN AN 
AGREEMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL FIREWORKS MFG. CO. FOR THE 2016 4TH OF JULY FIREWORKS 
DISPLAY IN THE AMOUNT OF $22,000.00 
 
RESOLUTION NO 16-06-486: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN AN AGREEMENT WITH P & 
S CONCESSIONS LLC FOR THEIR FOOD CONCESSION SERVICES AT THE 2016 4TH OF JULY FIREWORKS 
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RESOLUTION NO 16-06-487: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF NICHOLAS 
ABBRUZZESE TO THE POSITION OF PARK RANGER FOR THE PARAMUS SHADE TREE & PARKS 
DEPARTMENT AT A SALARY OF $10.00 PER HOUR 

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-488: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF NICHOLAS LABARBIERA 
TO THE POSITION OF CASHIER FOR THE PARAMUS MINI GOLF COURSE AT A SALARY OF $10.00 PER 
HOUR 

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-489: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF PATRIC CLANCY TO 
THE POSITION OF CASHIER STEP 1 FOR THE PARAMUS GOLF COURSE AT A SALARY OF $10.00 PER 
HOUR 

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-490: RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING THE RESIGNATION OF DYLAN RIZER FROM 
THE POSITION OF PARK RANGER FOR THE PARAMUS SHADE TREE & PARKS DEPARTMENT 

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-491: RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING THE RESIGNATION OF MADELINE BAKER 
FROM THE POSITION OF EMT FOR THE PARAMUS EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-492: RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING THE RESIGNATION OF HOMER WILKINS 
FROM THE POSITION OF HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR FOR THE PARAMUS DPW ROAD DIVISION 

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-493: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RETIREMENT OF MANUEL GONZALEZ FROM 
THE POSITION OF HEAVY TRUCK DRIVER FOR THE PARAMUS DPW 

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-494: RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE FOLLOWING AS PROBATIONARY MEMBERS 
OF THE PARAMUS FIRE DEPARTMENT 

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-495: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF JASON GAILES TO THE 
PARAMUS AUXILLARY POLICE 

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-496: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF MATTHEW MOONEY TO 
THE POSITION OF LIFEGUARD FOR THE PARAMUS POOL AT A SALARY OF $8.38 PER HOUR 

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-497: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF VARIOUS SEASONAL 
POSITIONS TO PARAMUS RECREATION FOR THE 2016 SEASON 

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-498:   RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SETTLEMENT OF JAE SUNG KIM AND SOYANG 
CHO CLAIM 

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-499:   RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DEFENSE OF CLAIM FILED BY STAVROS 
STEPAS, D/B/A/ OLYMPIC CONSTRUCTION v. BERGEN COUNTY CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF APPEALS and 
THE BOROUGH OF PARAMUS 

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-500:   A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE  BOROUGH OF 
PARAMUS AND D&S LAND DEVELOPMENT 
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RESOLUTION NO 16-06-501:   RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY 
OF STEEL SHELVING FOR VARIOUS AREAS DESIGNATED FOR THE PARAMUS PUBLIC LIBRARY IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $136,500.00  
 
RESOLUTION NO 16-06-502:  A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF THE PURCHASE AND 
DELIVERY OF FURNITURE FOR THE PARAMUS PUBLIC LIBRARY IN THE AMOUNT OF $222,287.03  

RESOLUTION NO 16-06-503: RESOLUTION APPROVING POLICE APPOINTMENTS 

APPLICATIONS: 

RAFFLE/BINGO 
Woman’s Club of Paramus  File No. 3255 
Woman’s Club of Paramus  File No. 3256 
 
SOLICITOR 
Brent Maharaj    2016-SL-46 
Patrick Lewis    2016-SL-47 
Gabriel Acosta    2016-SL-48 
Javier Vera    2016-SL-49 
Jack Fruchtman    2016-SL-50 

Motion to approve consent agenda as amended with the removal of Resolution 16-06-474 
and the addition of 16-06-503. 

Motion: Councilman Garcia Second: Councilman Sullivan 
Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilman Sullivan, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, 
Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber 
Nays: None 
Motion carries 6-0. 
 
Mayor LaBarbiera asks for a motion to go into closed at 9:34 P.M. 
 
RESOLUTION No. 16-06-471: Closing the meeting of the Mayor and Council to the public. 

a. Personnel – Clerk’s office  
b. Special Master 
c. Personnel – Finance Department 

Motion: Councilman Verile   Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 
Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilman Sullivan, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, 
Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber 
Nays: None 
Motion carries 6-0. 
 
 
The Mayor and Council come out of Closed Session at 9:46 P.M. 
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RESOLUTION NO 16-06-504:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PROMOTION OF MARIA REDA TO THE 
POSITION OF DEPUTY CFO FOR THE PARAMUS FINANCE OFFICE EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2016 WITH A SALARY 
OF $75,870.00 

Motion: Councilman Garcia Second: Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos 
Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilman Sullivan, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, 
Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber 
Nays: None 
Motion carries 6-0. 
 
RESOLUTION NO 16-06-473: RESOLUTION APPOINTING SPECIAL MASTER WITH RESPECTTO CLERK 
COMPLAINT OF HARASSMENT/HOSTILE WORK ENVIRONMENT AGAINST COUNCILMAN SULLIVAN 

Motion: Councilwoman Weber Second: Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos 
Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber 
Nays: None 
Abstain: Councilman Garcia, Councilman Sullivan 
Motion carries 4-0-2. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 9:48 P.M. 

Motion: Councilwoman Weber Second: Councilwoman Bellinger 
Yeas: Councilwoman Bellinger, Councilman Garcia, Councilman Sullivan, Councilwoman Tedesco-Santos, 
Councilman Verile, Councilwoman Weber 
Nays: None 
Motion carries 6-0. 
 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 

 

ANNEMARIE KRUSZNIS RMC 
BOROUGH CLERK 
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