
May 2013 Recreation Commission Meeting 
 

Meeting Open to Public: 
 
Maria Elena Bellinger, Council Liaison:   Update on what is going on with the plan to get all 
athletes baseline concussion tests.   
 

All appointed Commissioners are not allowed by law to take advantage of the policy that 
granted no cost registrations for their immediate families.  All those emergency service 
volunteers will retain the no cost registrations but will be required to pay for travel team and 
cheerleading uniforms. 
 
Jay Sexton, Superintendent of Shade Tree & Parks:  (Given by Sue)  Sports Plex lights have 
been fixed.  New foul poles have been installed at the Sports Plex.   
 

Shade Tree was authorized to hire two new employees to replace the two that retired within 
the last two years.  One of them is experienced in field work and lining.   
 

Lawn renovation work at Sirianni Park has been completed.  Crews will now be working clay 
replacement and safety cushions for the playgrounds.   
 

The fields at the Parkway Plex need a rest to allow for renovation. Jay’s suggestion is to close 
that facility after lacrosse ends until September. 
 

At Sirianni, someone left the box open which resulted in the key to the building being taken. 
As a result Jay had to rekey the building and distribute new keys. 
 

Director’s Report 
 

Financial Report:   Sue to set up a meeting between Ray Herr and Vince, Steve, Bill S to have 
the Borough’s financial reporting explained. 
 
Summer/Fall Registration:     Handout    141 families mailed in their registration forms.  88 
families came in on Monday – 91 families came in on Tuesday.  Trips sold out.   
 
Summer Playground:   One boy who worked last year and who planned on returning this 
season advised Bob that due to a family wedding he would be out the day before and after  
July 4th.  We told him that we could not rehire him as this is a violation of our policy.  His father 
keeps calling here with an appeal.  I told him this afternoon that the three commissioners who 
responded said no.  I told him that the other employees as well as their parents are going to 
have their own reasons why they should be given this same exemption.   NO 
 
Summer Travel Softball:  It seems the consensus is to register our teams by age and not by 
grade.  However for this season, the U10 Team and U12 Team rosters have already been set.  



The U10 coach wants his girls competing against 3rd & 4th graders, not 5th graders.  If we make 
this move for travel softball, am I doing the same thing for travel soccer and travel basketball? 
Last year we had one parent who wanted to register his son, down one grade in soccer, 
because he knew he wouldn’t make the cut against the boys in his grade.  Please keep in mind 
that in travel soccer and travel basketball, where we have enough we enter teams by individual 
grade.  Are we in agreement to allow the 9th graders who are age eligible to play on our U14 
Team?   Discussion.   Look into changing all our travel programs over to age, if that is how the 
rest of the teams in the leagues we play in form their teams. 
 
Senior Citizen Spring Fling: Friday, May 31st – 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. – I am getting the food from 
Mangiamo’s – they are holding last year’s price – however this year I am having the sandwiches 
made in wrap form 
 
Lacrosse:     Is supposed to be over by June 8th.  I believe that is the date of their end of the 
season picnic.  I understand that there is a summer league out in Morris County that some 
Paramus boys are going to participate in.  I am grateful that we have not been asked to be 
involved in this. 
 
Track & Field:  They are having their end of the season party on Tuesday, June 11th in the 
Paramus H.S. Cafeteria. 
 
Field Assignments:  FYI – two weeks ago, Matthew Corso, the Paramus H.S. Freshman Baseball 
Coach called me and asked if the Sports Complex was available on Friday, April 10th for a 7:15 
p.m. game - Paramus H.S. vs Paramus Catholic – some sort of playoff game.  I advised him that 
Babe Ruth had a game already scheduled and if it was fine with them it didn’t matter to me 
who was on that field on that night as long as there weren’t two sets of teams looking to play a 
game at the same time.  He calls me back and tells me that Barry Abel said it was o.k.  The only 
person who seemed to get annoyed about this switch was Rene Miranda.  Rene must have 
complained to the Mayor, because he calls me the afternoon of the game, wanting to know 
exactly how Paramus H.S. ended up with the field.  The Mayor instructed me that in the future 
only requests from the Athletic Director can be accommodated.  This all surprised me because 
the freshman having been using Petruska Park all season and weren’t some of these boys part 
of the team that went to Williamsport two summers ago that the whole town embraced with a 
hero’s welcome home. 
 
Tennis Courts:   At our last Department Head Meeting I found out that one of the tennis courts 
at the Sports Complex is going to be made into a volleyball court.  I advised Mr. D’Arco that I 
already have a summer tennis clinic scheduled for that facility that will run through August 8th.  
Next year, I will have to move our tennis clinic back to Paramus H.S.   Maria Elena noted that 
the reason for wanting to renovate one of the tennis courts instead of the basketball court is 
cost related.  To fix the tennis court crack issue would be a tremendous cost due to the 
nature of the problem.  The system that they want to “drop” over the tennis court is much 
less expensive. 
 



Men’s Softball: I issued a refund to Ray Drake.  Ray had called wanting to switch onto 
Kevin Smith’s team as Hector, manager of Our Gang, was not playing him in the field.  Ray is the 
guy who sustained a severe head injury some years ago.  He used to be a pretty good softball 
pitcher.  Hector did the best he could with Ray.  I did call Kevin as a courtesy to Ray, knowing 
what the answer would be. 
 
Vacation Days:  June 14th & June 15th  
 
Acknowledgement of Coaches 
 

Spring Travel Softball   Summer Travel Softball 
Salvatore Petruzzella   Salvatore Petruzzella 
     Tina Walker 
     Scott Murray 
 
Lacrosse 
Lawrence Goodman 
 
Intent Forms and the NJ Police Background Check Forms have been sent out to all persons who 
coached last fall.  We have run out of the NJ Police Background Forms and I asked Bill to have 
more sent to us. 
 

Assistant Director’s Report 
 
Intown Softball 
 

So far, intown softball has been going well.  We did have some complaints to address with the umpire 
assignor: lateness and some safety issues (i.e. on-deck batter warming up alongside the base coach and 
in the field of play).    I wish the standings were a bit more even as each league has one team without a 
win, but I think that is mostly a product of having small rosters and a lack of pitching for some teams. 
 

We recently had two questions pop up: 1) regarding pitchers pitching from a further distance than the 
rules state and 2) should we allow ties to stand or do we have to play them out.  I e-mailed everybody 
earlier today regarding these questions. 
 

If weather cooperates, the intown softball season will be over in mid-June, about a week before school 
ends.  If we have many more games canceled, we may not be able to make them all up. 
 
Summer Camp 
 

So far, we’ve had 6 hired staff notify us that they will not be able work this summer.  We still have 94 
staff which will likely be enough unless enrollment is more than expected.  We do have a waiting list of 
candidates who turned in applications after the deadline who we could interview and hire if need be.  
 
Sherri Herfort 
 



We had a parent call with a question that has not come up.  They are holding their son back and not 
having him join kindergarten this year, although he is old enough, and will only have him start 
kindergarten for the 2014-2015 academic year.  She would like to sign up him up for kindergarten soccer 
in the fall since he is of the correct age.  Next year, when he is actually in kindergarten, he would repeat 
the kindergarten programs so he was in the same programs as the kids he is in school with.  Should we 
allow this family to register? 
 

Committee Report 
 

Cheerleading:  Laura and Donna (& Sue) met with two of the Competition Cheerleading 
Coaches prior to this evening’s Rec Commission Meeting.  The major issue with these women is how 
they want the squad to be divided up.  They want to have an “A” team as well as a “B” team.  They want 
the teams to be divided by ability.  They don’t want to cut anyone however they will go with one team if 
the two teams are to be divided by grade and not ability.  The Competitions are structured by grades. 
They would like sixth and under as well as eighth and under.  The catch is a third grader could compete 
on the eighth and under team.  Discussion – all agree that our teams should be by grade – 3rd through 
5th graders together as well as 6th through 8th graders together.  The Rec Commission does not want 3rd 
graders on the eighth and under team. 
 
Wrestling: Vince and Brian met with Joe Mancuso and Rob Kaiser prior to this evening’s Rec 
Commission Meeting.  Issues brought out to Vince & Brian were that the superior wrestlers do not 
attend the practices.  Many coaches are not reliable.  There is little support from the high school 
coaches as there is a rif amongst the high school staff itself.  The Twin County League has deteriorated.  
To only compete in the Tri County League would exclude a lot of kids as that league only accepts a set 
amount of kids per town per meet.  Next year, it is more than likely that the Monday practice will be 
discontinued and practices will only be held twice per week instead of three times.  Vince noted that Joe 
will try and come up with a plan that benefits everyone who wants to wrestle. 
 
Lacrosse: 4th & 6th boys won their respective tournament.  8th grade boys made it to the finals of 
their tournament. 
 
Suspended Coach: Vince asked what was up with Charles Aliamo.  Laura advised that she heard 
that this man would be getting one last chance.  Discussion – Sue needs to get in writing from Mr. 
D’Arco a note advising that Mr. Aliamo’s suspension has been lifted. 
 
Motion to Adjourn by Vince at 8:35 p.m. 
Seconded by Bill H. 

 


